Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 295 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.041; wR factor = 0.117; data-to-parameter ratio = 19.7.
Related literature
For the biological activity of indole derivatives, see: Nieto et al. (2005) ; Olgen & Coban (2003) . For related structures, see: Chakkaravarthi et al. (2007 Chakkaravarthi et al. ( , 2008 .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
; (iii) x þ 1; y; z; (iv) Àx; Ày; Àz. Cg2 and Cg4 are the centroids of C1-C6 and C15-C20 rings, respectively.
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2004 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2004) ; data reduction: SAINT (Bruker, 2004 ); program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: PLATON (Spek, 2009) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97.
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Comment
In continuation of our studies of indole derivatives, which are known to exhibit anti-oxidant (Olgen & Coban, 2003) and antibacterial (Nieto et al., 2005) activities, we report the crystal structure of the title compound (I). The geometric parameters in (I) (Fig. 1 ) agree with the reported values of similar structures (Chakkaravarthi et al., 2007 (Chakkaravarthi et al., , 2008 .
The phenyl rings C1-C6 and C15-C20 form the dihedral angles of 75.2 (1)° and 86.1 (1)°, respectively, with the indole ring system. The mean planes of the two phenyl rings are inclined at an angle of 78.7 (1)° with respect to each other. A distorted tetrahedral geometry [N1-S1-O1 106.3 (1)° and N1-S1-O2 106.4 (1)°] is observed around S1 atom.
The molecular structure is stabilized by intramolecular C-H···O and N-H···O hydrogen bonds and the crystal structure exhibit intermolecular N-H···O and C-H···O hydrogen bonds, C-H···π (Table 1 and 
Experimental
To a solution of 1-phenylsulfonyl-(3-(phenylthio)-2-bromomethylindole (0.5 g, 1.09 mmol) in dry 1,2-dimethoxyethane (20 ml), ZnBr 2 (0.5 g, 2.22 mmol) and propiononitrile (0.24 g, 4.35 mmol) were added. The reaction mixture was then refluxed for 5 hr under N 2 atmosphere. It was then poured over ice-water (30 ml) containing 1 ml of conc.HCl, extracted with CHCl 3 (3 X 10 ml) and dried (Na 2 SO 4 ). Removal of solvent followed by recrystallization from CDCl 3 afforded the compound.
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using riding model with C-H = 0.93Å and U iso (H) = 1.2Ueq(C) for aromatic C-H, N-H = 0.86Å and U iso (H) = 1.2Ueq(N) for N-H, C-H = 0.97Å and U iso (H) = 1.2Ueq(C) for CH2, C-H = 0.96Å and U iso (H) = 1.5Ueq(C) for CH3. Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), with atom labels and 30% probability displacement ellipsoids for non-H atoms. 
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